BARLING MAGNA WILDLIFE RESERVE

A 999 year lease was granted to Barling Magna Parish Council via Rochford District Council from Southend Borough Council, in April 1998 and Land Registered in October 1998. 
The 12 acre site had been part of the Southend Borough’s old defunct sewerage farm and had become a general dumping ground and derelict rubbish site.
A Grant from Cory Environmental Trust in Rochford allowed the clearance and landscaping of the site and subsequent Community Initiatives Fund grants allowed the restoration of the roof, doors and windows of the Barn and 750 mtrs of perimeter fencing.
The BMPC removed many tons of rubbish from the site, installed entrance gates, a pond, ditch bridges, pathways, a car park and fencing.  The site was held up by foot and mouth disease and other hazards until it finally opened in 2008.  Since then the reserve has gone from strength to strength.
The removal of almost a hundred dead elms which succumbed to the disease subsequently made way for generous new plantings.  Now, over 130 specimen trees have been planted, mostly native, and over  400 grant funded native hedgerow plants together with those planted by volunteers as cuttings. The interior of the old barn on site was refurbished and is now essential for use by volunteer workers in inclement weather.
The site looks very different now at the end of 2011, showing the results of so many plantings and is really settling in to provide what has been called by the RSPB a ‘little gem of a wildlife park’.    2000 wildflower plugs were planted out in 2010 and a year later the meadow was aglow with wonderful yellows and mauves frequented by many bees, birds and butterflies.
Open every day, with free parking and an all weather footpath, the reserve is used by many differing visitors.  Serious birdwatchers, families simply having a picnic, lead held dog-walking and people looking for a tranquil green space, to enjoy undisturbed birds, mammals and flora to please old and young alike.  Open days are planned throughout the year where visitors can sometimes enjoy home made refreshments.  Watch this site for these dates.
The many voluntary hours spent on site have resulted in a green space of which Barling Magna Parish council is justly proud!



