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       MINUTES OF THE BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL

      


    HELD ON THURSDAY 11th AUGUST 2011
                                                          in THE VILLAGE HALL.

92 11/12
To Record the Members Present:







7.30pm.


Councillor Mr J Allen [Chairman]

Councillors: Mrs D Dobson, Mrs J Bulman, Mr J Edmunds, Mr R Gardiner, Mrs I Knight, Mr M Pearmain, 

Mr M Steptoe (Parish, Ward and District Councillor) and Mr S Sterry.
       

Also present: 

         
One member of the public: Mr James Harden.


ECC Councillor Mr R Pearson.


The Parish Clerk, Mr B Summerfield. 

93 11/12

Apologies and reasons for absence:      



To be received by the Clerk in person via: email, letter and telephone.

None
94 11/12

To Receive Declarations of Interests:

i
All Councillors (as the Parish Council) declared an interest in the item: Village Hall Committee ( as Trustees ).

ii
All Councillors as the Parish Council declared an interest in the item: Playspace. 

iii

All Councillors as the Parish Council declared an interest in the item: Barling Millennium Parish Park.

iv

Councillor Mr M Steptoe declared an interest as a governor of the Barling Primary School.

v

District and Barling Magna Parish Councillor Mr M Steptoe declared a possible conflict of interests in planning applications when representing the Parish Council at District level and therefore would:



i
judge each Planning application with that in mind



ii
declare the personal interest conflict, when it arose



iii
will not make up his mind (for or against) until the application comes before the District Council.



iv 
reserves the right to change his mind.

vi
The Clerk advised all Councillors to update their ‘Declaration of Interests’ (lodged at the RDC).

95 11/12
Guest Speaker: None
96 11/12
Public Forum: (5 min per person only)

Councillors, Guests, visiting Ward/County Councillors and questions from members of the public.    

i
Essex County Councillor Mr R Pearson reported: Tracy Chapman (portfolio Holder for Transport) lives locally and is 
very active – no movement with the progress of the Sutton Bridge at Purdeys Ind Est.


ii
Ward Councillor Mr M Steptoe reported: ‘Citizens Advice’ is facing funding cuts and reports that they dealt with 772 
enquiries of which some 15 were within the Sutton and Barling Ward – EALC are looking at Pickles comments – Dale 
Farm enforcement notices are served – Councillor Steptoe is on the Southend Airport board so any questions?

iii
Mr James Harding has recently moved into Church Road and would like to help the Council in any way he can.


He is interested in local history research and has a background that includes websites.

iv
Chairman Mr J Allen notified the Council of an important RDC meeting (Localism and Precepts) for Chairmen and 
Clerk’s, called for the 13th October 2011 (the same date as the next BM Parish meeting).

v
Agreed the new BMPC meeting date is 20th October 2011.
97 11/12
To Receive the Minutes of the Meeting of 14th July 2011. 



The Council resolved to agree the amended Minutes above.


Proposed by Councillors: Mr J Edmunds seconded by Mr M Steptoe and agreed by all.


The Chairman signed the Minutes as a true record.                                             

98 11/12
Matters Arising
 
(not included on the Agenda)  
i

(Minute 71/i)  


Security patrol on the haul road. 





To report misuse of the haul road, The new security Mobile Number 078256 80936  (24hrs / 7days week).

ii


(Minute 71ii)  
Website. 



The Clerk requested additional flyer items re: Quiz Nights (Church and PC), local events, RSPB walk and future WL events including working days, etc, etc.



Councillor Mr J Bulman has some flyers for future events and has a nearly finished item on the Church history.



Councillor Mr S Sterry suggested that Mr J Harden contribute to the website with items re: the Wildlife Park and Local History.



Mr Harden agreed to send his web information to the Clerk.

iii

(Minute 71/iv)  

Village Sign on the opposite corner (LWR and Barling Road).  



The Clerk reported:  his site meeting with Mr Ron Brooker, Highways and receipt of an email asking for measurements of the sign and position.



The Clerk has forwarded the email to the Village Sign committee.

iv
(Minute 71/xi)  

Travellers.

i
‘The Parry’ was discussed as having locked gates. 


ii
Post discussion: it was suggested that the WL Committee look at closing the WL front gate during the day,


towards the end of the school holidays, with a sign that declares the Park still open.


iii
The welding of the hinges of the top and bottom entrance gates be contracted out by the WL Committee ASAP.

v
(Minute 71/xii)  

Children riding horses on the local roads. 


i
Councillor Mrs I Knight’s report re: the British Horse Society was received.



i
The danger to young children and teenagers riding horses on the local busy roads was agreed.



ii
A suggestion by Councillor Mr M Steptoe, supported by Councillor Mr S Sterry that a feasibility study 


be carried out to ascertain if farmers/landowners were in agreement to allowing a voluntary local 



walkway for horses, initially joining up three of the local stables/farms.



iii
Councillor Mrs I Knight to approach local farmers/landowner.



iv
A small sub committee to be formed post enquiries by Councillor Mrs I Knight.


ii
Councillor Mr M Steptoe’s report re: there is a planning requirement that an application be put forward,


when changing from agricultural use to the keeping horses.

vi

(Minute 76)  
GWCA shared full page.




The Clerk reported:  his temporary advert.

vii
(Minute 78)  


Trial Draft Minutes and Agenda

All agreed OK but some councillors were unable to open the WORD document.


A ‘Councillors action list’ was requested to accompany the DRAFT Minutes.


Clerk to forward both in a pdf format.

viii

(Minute 88)  


Church Road alleged speeding. 



i
The Clerk reported: Highways will look at speed bumps or other traffic calming measures if requested by the 


PC, backed by a Householders petition.




After discussion speed bumps were rejected.



ii
Police speed measurement will be available on request from the Clerk, together with information as to where 



the device is to be situated ie: Wildfowl Sign, etc.




Quote: Not on electricity poles or opposite house entrances.



iii
Councillor Mr J Bulman to send the ‘speed box’ position information to the Clerk.

ix
(Minute 88)  


‘Speeding Kills’ signs. 


i
The Clerk reported: costs not available at this time.


ii
Clerk reported that the Sutton Signs were now removed as one sign is reported stolen.



They are cast aluminium and a suggestion is, an A3 sign printed/laminated to go on a land owners site.

99 11/12

Parish Plan Steering Committee Meeting 
i

At the first meeting on the 9th August 2011, Mrs Barbara White was elected as the Chairman with the Clerk as 


scribe/treasurer.

ii

The PP minutes will be circulated by the Clerk in a pdf format.

iii

Councillor Mr S Sterry reported on the meeting, it’s initial development and progress on the questionnaire and 


suggests a possible two year period of development to the final Parish/Community Plan.
iv

Suggestions from the council were for : teaser drops, prize draws, etc.

v

The next meeting is 9th August 2011 in the Committee Room of the  Village Hall at 7.30pm.

100 11/12
Playspace.          



Mr Pitt reported his wiring up of the fence hole. 

101 11/12
Planning.

i
New applications:





None

ii
Appeals:  






None







iii
Delegated and Development Committee Planning decisions: 
None

iv
Alleged Planning Contraventions:  Lack of enforcement re: a local houseboat is causing concern for the Council as the 
subject and land is advertised for sale.


The Clerk to write to Shaun Scrutton and planning re: the Councils concerns.

102 11/12
H&S Advisory Committee      (Councillors: Mr Gardiner, Mrs I Knight, Mr M Pearmain, Mr S Sterry and Mr C Wood).


Councillor’s report: Councillor Mr M Pearmain reported a delay in progress. 


The document is ready but needs ‘signing off’ as correct.
103 11/12
To Receive the Minutes of the Meeting of The Village Hall Committee 12th July 2011.

i
The Minutes were further circulated as not all members and the Clerk had received the Minutes.

ii
Clerk has contacted Mrs Gates re: the Minutes, the V/H advert, a broken light, the Citizen of the Year Board, booking 
the 9th August Steering Group meeting.

iii
A plan of the Village Hall was received from Councillor Mrs J Bulman.

iv
i
Councillor Mrs J Bulman raised the question of the kitchen equipment, presently not up to standard. 


ii
To be raised at the next V/H meeting.

v
The changed date of next VH/WL meeting  is 11th October 2011.

104 11/12
Adjournment.
8.51pm.


The Chairman called an Adjournment.

105 11/12
Barling Wildlife Parish Park Committee   (interim August)
9.09pm.
i
Resolved the new name of the Wildlife Park is: The Barling Magna Wildlife Reserve (formally the Barling Magna 
Millennium Wildlife Park).


Proposed by Councillors: Mrs J Bulman, seconded by Mr M Pearmain and agreed by all.

ii
The Chairman’s monthly report:

Councillor Mrs I Knight’s report was sent by email to all on 22nd July 2011.

iii
Container and security

Councillor reports: None

The Clerk handed to Councillor Mr S Sterry a quotation from Blake Fire and Security Systems for a battery operated 
burglar/security alarm system for the Barn and Container.
iv
Front Gate car accident


The Clerk reported his receipt of information from the lady who drove into the lower entrance gate.  

v
Dog and Litter bins 

The Clerk reported:  


i
the receipt of a copy of Mr Pitts certificate of Registration under the Waste (England and Wales) Regulations 


2011 (192253). 


ii
Mr Pitts quotation of £15-00 per week for clearance of the two dog bins and four litter bins, including clearance 

of litter around the bins and supply of correct bin liners, was received.


iii
Resolved Mr Pitt’s quotation as above.



Proposed by Councillors: Mr J Edmunds, seconded by Mr M Pearmain and agreed by all.

vi
A part time wildlife manager

i
The Wildlife Committee’s job description, hours of work, knowledge required and experience, to the next 


meeting.



ii 
Councillor Mr M Steptoe’s report re: shared worker to the next meeting. 

vii
Open Day and Citizen of the Year Presentation 

i
A wet day reduced the numbers of people attending the Open Day but the Village Hall provided shelter for food 

and speeches afterwards. 


ii
In the hall the Chairman of Rochford District Council (Councillor Mr Simon Smith) presented to Mr Tony 


Golab the 
Citizen of the Year award certificate.


iii
The new Citizen of the Year Board, now erected in the Village Hall Meeting Room bears the name of 



Mr Tony Golab 2010-2011.


iv
Councillor Mrs I Knight reports: the Echo is visiting the Park to report with an article on BM Citizen of 



the Year and the Wildlife Reserve.

viii
Open Day Risk Assessment

To be received.

ix
Woodland Trust

The Clerk reported the Councils new membership of the Woodland Trust.  

x
Water Board 


The Clerk reported his Wildlife Park site meeting with an Essex and Suffolk Water Board inspector and his inspection 
and endorsement of the connected water supply.

xi
The Bridge


i
Councillor Mr S Sterry has forwarded to the Clerk a Forestry Commission approved footbridge design. 



The ‘Ranger’ is designed as a self assembly modular structure.


ii
The Clerk has further enquired from the makers the costs of a ‘sample’ bridge at 11 metres x 1.2 metres and 


has been quoted £6,680-00 delivered + vat.


iii
The Clerk reported his observation of an anomaly on received documents from the Land Registry re: the 


Wildlife Park’s northern borrow dike boundary line.


iv
The Council agreed the Clerk’s proposed meeting with Chartered Surveyors Wheeldon and Deacon, for their 

expert opinion.

xii
RSPB Walk on 24th September 2011


Details: Alan Shearman (RSPB) will conduct a walk around the park at 10 am.

xiii
Date of next VH/WL meeting         now changed to 11th October 2011.

106 11/12
Wildlife Committee  (Structure) Updates for discussion on the structure of the Wildlife Committee, based 

on evolving resolutions since November 2009 (Minute 144 09/10) and for entry into Standing Orders as circulated at 

the last meeting.


Councillor Mr S Sterry asked for the above to be put on hold until the WL committee has discussed it.

107 11/12
Village Sign Committee.             (Cllrs: Mr R Gardiner, Mrs I Knight and Mr M Steptoe).                                                           

Cllr Mr M Pearmain third offer re: the Village Post/stick to be discussed by the Sign committee.
108 11/12
Correspondence.    
i    
A e/letter July 2011 from Leukaemia and Lymphoma Research re: ‘Bikeathon’ Sunday 4th September 2011 was noted.

ii    
A e/letter July 2011 from Councillor Mrs I Knight re: Urban Habitats was noted

iii    
An e/letter July 2011 to Wyvern Community Transport re: Bus service support by the Council was noted.

iv
i
An e/letter from RDC re: a Meeting for the Chairmen and Clerks of the Parishes and the Town Council, on 


the evening of Thursday 13th October, to discuss the 2012/13 Budget process and the implications of the 


Localism legislation was recorded.


ii
Due to the importance of the above the Chairman has moved the meeting of 13th October to 20th October 2011.

v
Publications and General Information inc: EALC County Update and Bundles, Making the Links, Fieldwork, Bus timetables, Bus Maps, Meetings open to the Public, etc were recorded. 

109 11/12
Finance. 

i


A Financial Statement for the period ending July 2011 was recorded.

ii


Resolved: The Financial Regulations including the Standing Orders expenses format.




The Chairman signed the Financial Regulations document.

iii


Correspondence with the Audit Commission re: Box variations of more than 15% was recorded.

iv


An Invoice August 2011 Mr Pitts re: 306918 General Green Maintenance @ £ 237-00 was recorded.

v

An Invoice August 2011 Mr Pitts re: 306917  General Green Maintenance @ £ 165-00. WL was recorded.

vi

An Invoice August 2011 B. Summerfield/Woodland Trust re: BMPC membership @ £33-00 was recorded.

vii

An Invoice August 2011 A&J lighting Solutions re: Annual service parts supplied and lighting head units upgrade (x 6) @ £1,822-00 was recorded.

viii

An Invoice July 2011 Trade UK TG account re: 70mm RND Padlock closed shackle/ultimate rigger beige/red @ £ 20-27. WL was recorded.

The Chairman allowed:

ix

An Invoice August 2011 Mrs I Knight: May reimburse car fuel allowance wildlife work @ 0-45p per mile x 105 £ 47-25. WL was recorded.

x

An Invoice August 2011 Mrs I Knight: June reimburse car fuel allowance wildlife work @ 0-45p per mile x  64 £ 28-80. WL was recorded.

xi

An Invoice August 2011 Mr Pitts: 306919  General Green Maintenance Playspace fence repair £   9-99 was recorded.

xii

An Invoice August 2011 B Summerfield/Adobe Store: Software upgrade: online conversion from Pdf to WORD £ 15-37 was recorded.

xiii 
The payment July 2011 to RCCE re: Annual Subscription @ £55-00 was recorded.
xiv
The payment July 2011 to Mr Pitts re: 306908  General Green Maintenance @ £237-00 was recorded.

xv 
The payment July 2011 to Mr Pitts invoice re:  306914  General Green Maintenance @ £165-00 was recorded.

xvi
The payment July 2011 to B S/G&S Supplies re: invoice for container paint @ £ 62-00 was recorded.

xvii
The payment July 2011 to B S/Mrs I Knight re: reimburse fuel, refreshments, key, hose connectors @ £ 53-51 was recorded.

xviii 
The payment July 2011 to Trade UK IK re: fence brush, timbercare, teak decking stain, teak wood stain @ Total £139-92 was recorded.

xix 
The payment July 2011 to Mrs I Knight re: reimburse Strimmer/brushcutter fuel, dustbin sacks, refreshments @ £33-52 was recorded.

xx 
The payment July 2011 to B Summerfield/Euroffice re: Copy paper, plastic pockets, laser cartridge @ £112-69 was recorded.

xxi
The payment July 2011 to Reads of Sutton Ltd re: Invoice Assorted trees and Rabbit guards @ £258-00 was recorded.

xxii
The payment July 2011 to Mr N Andrews re: Construction of Citizen of the Year board @ £  98-70 was recorded.

xxiii 
The payment July 2011 to Mr T Golab re: reimburse petrol, chainsaw chain and sharp, 30 canes @ £ 49-23 was recorded.

xxiv
The payment July 2011 to Whitehouse Enterprises IK re: account ‘Wildlife Reserve’ Entrance Sign @ £222-00 was recorded.

xxv 
The payment July 2011 to GWCA re: Newsletter combined advert VH/BMPC @ £  65-00 was recorded.

xxvi


The D/D statement from E-on re: July payment of street lighting energy @ £232-96 was recorded.

xxvii
The D/D HSBC bank statements for July 2011 @ £30,000-00 was recorded.
xxviii
Agreed: the chairman to hold the cheque book for urgent payments during the holiday period.
xxix
Resolved all of the above inc: Financial Regulations, payments, the monthly financial statements, transfers and 
countersigned 
cheques.



Proposed by Councillors Mr M Steptoe, seconded Mr M Pearmain and agreed by all.

110 11/12
Report from Members on Outside Bodies.           
To receive verbal reports:
i

Monthly Crime report:   



Councillor Mr  Pearmain reported a ‘hoody’ breaking into cars in Great Wakering, as captured on his CCTV.

ii      

Flood Watch report: 
None
111 11/12
The Roach Group 





    Next agreed meeting on Tuesday 6th September @ Great Wakering Parish Hall at 7.30 pm.

112 11/12
Streetlights:

i

Councillor reports: None.

ii

To receive the Annual A&J Solutions Service list (streetlights risk assessment) of the July 2011. 



Six new replacement heads have been installed with one existing head (included on their report) showing signs of old age.

iii

i
The suggested BMPC street lighting policy of turning off lighting to: 




i
save running costs 




ii
as an anti light pollution measure




iii 
Question: will switching off streetlights encourage crime was discussed.



ii
Agreed the Clerk to find out the costs of:




i
reduction of 50%, from 12 to 5am energy saving, from E-on.




ii
A&J estimate of modification of 50% streetlights to timer or other mechanisms.

113 11/12
Highways/Transport/P3:
( Individual and PC complaints to www.essex.gov.uk ).
i

To receive an email from Matthew Hodgkinson HT PROW officer re: (P3) Parish Paths Partnership Scheme.

ii

Councillor reports: Councillor Mrs I Knight reported tree root growth disrupting the surface of the pavement outside 

Chad, opposite the Shoulder Stick, Barling Road.
114 11/12
Items from Councillors.                     For exchange of information and placement on the next Agenda only.



Items:  The RDC has come second in the national awards for recycling – the setting up of a number of local walks is 


being investigated – OAP Xmas list to the next Agenda – Dog bin now installed in Kimberley Road, notices are erected 

incorrectly – the case of a tree branch falling on a child raises the question of regular risk assessments carried out in 

the Wildlife Park - (WL) committee to report - Precept meeting to be arranged at the next meeting.

Councillor Mr J Edmunds left the meeting.

115 11/12
Private and Confidential:

Pursuant to the provision of Section 1000(a) of the Local Government Act 1972, as amended by the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, the press and public be excluded from the meeting for consideration of the following item of business on the grounds that it contains information defined as exempt in Part 1 of Schedule 12a of the Local Government Act 1972, as detailed.

Councillor Mr S Sterry declared a personal/pecuniary interest in the next item and left the meeting.



The Village Hall: 

116 11/12
Date and time of the next Parish Council Meeting.

Agreed:              
       20th October 2011 




7.30pm at the Village Hall, Little Wakering Road, Barling Magna.  

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.10pm.

15th October 2011.


                           


                                       Mr B Summerfield.

        











 BMPC Clerk.
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