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                                                  AGENDA
                                  YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED TO A MEETING, 

   
  

       THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING                                                   

 


      OF THE BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL.

          TO BE HELD AT THE BARLING MAGNA PARISH HALL

                                                             Little Wakering Road, Barling

          at 7.30pm on THURSDAY 12th MAY 2011.  
1. 
Chairman's opening remarks.

2. 
Apologies for absence.

3. 
Minutes of the Meeting of 13th MAY 2010.                                                                    
4.     
Chairman’s Annual Report.

5.  
Statement of Accounts for the year ending 31st March 2011.

Current Account:
£  1,113- 
Business Account
£  3,672-
Wildlife Account: 
£  3,749-
HSBC:


£30,000-  

6.
To Receive Questions from the Public. 

7. 
Date, Time and Place of the next Annual Parish Meeting.

To agree: 

At the next Annual General and Annual Parish Meeting in May 2012.

8th May 2011.








            Mr B Summerfield.

       Parish Clerk.
Chairman Councillor Mr J Allen Statement May 2011. 

It’s said that a week is a long time in politics, so this year seems to have lasted an age.  I wish to touch on a number of things that have occurred over the last year and to look ahead to next year.

You will be aware that we have all been re-elected without opposition this year.  This can be taken as a ‘vote’ of confidence in our abilities by the electorate or certainly an acceptance that there is nothing wrong with what we are doing; I accept there is another way of reading of this, but I believe that we have an electorate that cares.  That cares about this village, its facilities and its future. 

It cannot have escaped your notice that the country is deep in an economic crisis – which as meant deep cuts are being made in public expenditure in this year and future years.  

I believe we must never lose sight of the fact that we are elected and that therefore we serve the electorate of Barling Magna.  In doing so we need to ensure that we provide the best value for their money.  I was therefore pleased that for our budget for this year we have asked for less income than we did last year.  Ours was the only line item on our residents Council Tax demand that showed a reduction.  

I believe we also need to insure we leave behind a lasting legacy for the village where possible.  We must always remember that we are merely the present custodians of our village assets, which we hold in trust of all future generations. 

The first of these legacies is the Wildlife Park.  Yet again this year the Park has gone from strength to strength, receiving the Green Flag award for our efforts.  The Park is a lasting legacy that needs to be safely maintained and looked after for the future generations.  

Plans for the future of the park will make this an even more inviting location and hopefully encourage an even greater public use of this wonderful resource.

Another legacy completed this year was, after some 15 years of asking(!) and following a public meeting in January, the provision of protection for school children crossing Little Wakering Road outside of the Barling Magna Primary school.  Other efforts we have considered in this area have not been successful, but we should continue to take whatever practical actions we can to maintain our children’s security.

We must not forget that another legacy we have is the playspace, a small play area close to the old school.  This land and it facilities provide an important area for local children, one we must ensure that remains safe.

Unfortunately the Hall is still losing money since there as been a continuation of the reductions in bookings this year.  This issue – as you are aware – is being looked at, and therefore I can say no more here tonight.  However, in the long term, I hope this will result in leaving a legacy for future generations.

Other than these large projects, we have many smaller yet no less important projects that continue year after year.  

These include 

· The parcels to the elderly at Christmas, a time when many feel lonelier than ever.  

· The Christmas lights competition, a time to celebrate our areas talents with lights

· Quiz’s, for the Hall fund

· Parish walks enabling local people to get together and walk our wonderful area.

We have also given funds for:-

· This year Royal wedding celebrations

· The Messy school

· The Barling WI

The future, no doubt, holds more surprises and further challenges, not least of which will be - the review the Hall, starting the process for the Parish Plan and further improvements at the Wildlife Park

The Parish Plan is an effort to bring together our electorate, in conjunction with both this council and other local Parish councils, which will set and agree some guidelines for improvements, planning guidelines and general requirements for the future generations of our village.  As I said at the beginning - I have to assume that we have an electorate that cares, and as such I look forward to the first Public Parish Plan meeting in July.

I would therefore like to finish with a thank you.  

It is by necessity a big thank you; a thank you to each of you for all the work we do, ensuring that we achieve the targets we have set ourselves, for no reward other than covering our expenses, we put in many unsung hours for the council, and therefore by default our electorate; Who are, by definition are, Our neighbours, Our friends, And our families both of today and tomorrow.

Again - thank you                                                              James Allen
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